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Response to March 6, 2008 Office Action 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) Tfre-An apparatus accord i ng to C l aim 1 for conveying gases 
to and from a chamber comprising: 

a chamber having a chamber inlet and a chamber outlet; 

a first inlet for receiving a first gas stream: 

a second inlet for receiving a second gas stream: 

a first outlet for outputting the first gas stream to a first vacuum pump; 

a second outlet for outputting the second gas stream to a second vacuum pump; 

a conduit network for connecting the first inlet to the first outlet and for connecting 
the second inlet to the second outlet such that, for each gas stream, first and second 
flow paths are defined between its respective inlet and outlet, the first flow path passing 
through the chamber inlet and the chamber outlet, and the second flow path bv-passing 
the chamber: 

means for routing the gas streams through the network such that when one gas 
stream flows along its first flow path, the other gas stream flows along its second flow 
path; and 

wherein part of the second flow path for the first gas stream is common to the 
second flow path for the second gas stream. 

Claims 3-10 (canceled) 
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1 1 . (currently amended) T-he-An apparatus accord i ng to C l a i m 0 for conveying gases 
to and from a chamber comprising: 

a chamber having a chamber inlet and a chamber outlet: 
a first inlet for receiving a first gas stream: 
a second inlet for receiving a second gas stream: 
a first outlet for outputting the first gas stream to a first vacuum pump: 
a second outlet for outputting the second gas stream to a second vacuum pump: 
a conduit network for connecting the first inlet to the first outlet and for connecting 
the second inlet to the second outlet such that, for each gas stream, first and second 
flow paths are defined between its respective inlet and outlet, the first flow path passing 
through the chamber inlet and the chamber outlet, and the second flow path bv-passing 
the chamber: 

means for routing the gas streams through the network such that when one gas 
stream flows along its first flow path, the other gas stream flows along its second flow 
path; 

a third inlet for receiving a third gas stream, and wherein the conduit network 
connects the third inlet to the first outlet such that, for the third gas stream, a first flow 
path is defined between the third inlet and the first outlet which passes through the 
chamber inlet and the chamber outlet: and 

wherein the conduit network connects the third inlet to the first outlet such that, 
for the third gas stream, a second flow path is defined between the third inlet and the 
first outlet which by-passes the chamber, the routing means being configured to route 
the gas streams through the network such that when one of the gas streams flows along 
its first flow path, the other gas streams flows along their second flow paths. 

12. (previously presented) The apparatus according to Claim 1 1 wherein the routing 
means comprises a third valve system located within the conduit network, and means 
for controlling the third valve system to route the third gas stream from the third inlet to a 
selected one of its first and second flow paths. 

Claims 13-14 (canceled) 
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1 5. (currently amended) The-An apparatus according to C l a i m 1 4 for conveying 
gases to and from a chamber comprising: 

a first inlet for receiving a first gas stream; 

a second inlet for receiving a second gas stream; 

a first outlet for outputting the first gas stream; 

a second outlet for outputting the second gas stream; 

a first chamber port connectable to an inlet of the chamber; 

a second chamber port connectable to an outlet of the chamber; 

a conduit network for connecting the first inlet to the first outlet and for connecting 
the second inlet to the second outlet such that, for each gas stream, first and second 
flow paths are defined between its respective inlet and outlet, the first flow path passing 
through the chamber ports, and the second flow path by-passing the chamber ports; 

means for routing the gas streams through the network such that when one gas 
stream flows along its first flow path, the other gas stream flows along its second flow 
path; and 

wherein part of the second flow path for the first gas stream is common to the 
second flow path for the second gas stream. 

Claims 16-23 (canceled) 

24. (currently amended) The-An_apparatus accord i ng to C l a i m 22 for conveying 
gases to and from a chamber comprising; 

a first inlet for receiving a first gas stream; 

a second inlet for receiving a second gas stream; 

a first outlet for outputting the first gas stream; 

a second outlet for outputting the second gas stream; 

a first chamber port connectable to an inlet of the chamber; 

a second chamber port connectable to an outlet of the chamber; 

a conduit network for connecting the first inlet to the first outlet and for connecting 
the second inlet to the second outlet such that, for each gas stream, first and second 
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flow paths are defined between its respective inlet and outlet, the first flow path passing 
through the chamber ports, and the second flow oath bv-oassina the chamber ports: 

means for routing the gas streams through the network such that when one gas 
stream flows along its first flow path, the other gas stream flows along its second flow 
path; 

a third inlet for receiving a third gas stream, and wherein the conduit network 
connects the third inlet to the first outlet such that, for the third gas stream, a first flow 
path is defined between the third inlet and the first outlet which passes through the first 
and second chamber ports; and 

wherein the conduit network connects the third inlet to the first outlet such that, 
for the third gas stream, a second flow path is defined between the third inlet and the 
first outlet which by-passes the chamber ports, the routing means being configured to 
route the gas streams through the network such that when one of the gas streams flows 
along its first flow path, the other gas streams flows along their second flow paths. 

25. (previously presented) The apparatus according to Claim 24 wherein the routing 
means comprises a third valve system located within the conduit network, and means 
for controlling the third valve system to route the third gas stream from the third inlet to a 
selected one of its first and second flow paths. 

Claim 26 (canceled) 
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